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Can’t get to the Festival? 

How about joining us in spirit? 
 

Second Light offers two ‘full course’ Series of workshops based on  

our 2014 and 2015 anthologies, HER WINGS OF GLASS and FANFARE.  

Quote ‘Can’t go’ in correspondence to receive 

a discount of £10 on either Series. 

Normal price, for individuals, is £40. Price includes a copy of the anthology. 

 

Too much work? We also offer a one-day (5 hours +) workshop  

by Myra Schneider: Perceptions of Time. Price £8. 

 
more and order at www.secondlightlive.co.uk/remote.shtml 

 

Second Light Autumn Festival 2019 

 

Friday 22nd & Saturday 23rd November 

 
 

The Art Workers’ Guild, 6 Queen Square, London, WC1N 3AT 

 

Poetry makes nothing happen 

WORKSHOPS 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

KATE FOLEY        HELEN IVORY 

MYRA SCHNEIDER        SARAH WESTCOTT 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

+ FRIDAY OPEN MIC with GUEST READERS:  
JEAN ATKIN, HELEN IVORY, JOAN MICHELSON & RACHEL SPENCE 

 

+ SATURDAY COMPETITION ADJUDICATION  

with readings from judge, KATE FOLEY 

& COMPETITION WINNERS & COMMENDED 

 

Workshops are for women only 

Open Mic readings are by women only 

Men welcome at readings 

Second Light Network of Women Poets 

 

BOOKING FORM: www.secondlightlive.co.uk/downloads/aut19.pdf 



 Poetry makes nothing happen 

Second Light Autumn Festival 22 & 23 November 2019 

Workshops are for women only. Open Mic readings are by women only. 

Men are welcome to attend the readings. 

Friday 22nd  

10:30am – 1pm, Sarah Westcott workshop: Poetry, through empathy and 

raising awareness, can move us to protect the natural world. We will read/write 

poems-of-witness; encounter and consider how poetry plays a role in attitudes 

towards climate change – can a poetic response ever translate to action? 

1:45 – 4:15pm, Helen Ivory workshop workshop: Incantations and Spells – 

In this workshop we will cast spells and make things happen. With words we 

can summon and transform; embrace and expel; kindle the occult and sing out 

our wildness. 

4:45 – 6pm Guest Poets:  Jean Atkin, Helen Ivory, Joan Michelson, 

                                            Rachel Spence + Open Mic  

Saturday 23rd   

10:30 am – 1pm, Kate Foley workshop: Yes it Does... doesn’t it? What poem 

first changed you? What was the line that cut deepest? We’ll examine ‘change’ 

and write from that point where the personal, political and role of the arts in 

shaping a humane and ecologically balanced planet, jostle for room to create. 

1:45 – 4:15pm, Myra Schneider workshop: The Potency of Poetry … One of 

the many things which poetry does is offer a route to healing and spirituality. 

We will discuss this using examples as a starting point to our own writing. 

4:45 – 5:45pm Competition Adjudication: Kate Foley & Winners 

PRIORITY BOOKING FOR SECOND LIGHT MEMBERS.    

4 Workshops £95 (£68conc) (reading events free) 

2 Workshops £55 (£37 conc)      Single workshop £35 (£25conc) 

 

Concessions are not age-related, but for those on very low income 

Need help with travel costs? www.secondlightlive.co.uk/accesstopoetry.shtml 

The Art Workers’ Guild, 6 Queen Square, London, WC1 (Russell Sq tube) 

www.secondlightlive.co.uk 

Poetry makes nothing happen 

 

The words are Auden’s in a poem about the death of Yeats, a 

politically active poet. Beliefs, prejudices, ‘agendas’, competing 

factions – you could say that ‘politics’ with a small ‘p’ infiltrates 

every area of human life and that poetry is also ‘political’ whether 

poets like it or not, defined not only by what we focus on but by 

what we may fail to focus on? There is now great pressure on writers 

to be political aware and to attempt to further good causes, especially 

ecological. What varied approaches are today’s poets trying out? 

How can poetic techniques help us to express ‘matters of 

conscience’ in a way we feel is true to ourselves and poetry? 

 

                ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Kate Foley has worked as an archaeological conservator, nurse,  

midwife and teacher. She is President of Suffolk Poetry Society. 

The latest of her ten poetry collections are Electric Psalms, New and  

Collected Poems (Shoestring) and A Gift of Rivers (Arachne Press).  

Helen Ivory is a poet and visual artist. Her fifth Bloodaxe collection  

is The Anatomical Venus. She is a tutor for the UEA/NCW creative 

writing programme and edits the webzine Ink Sweat and Tears. Maps of 

the Abandoned City was published by SurVision Press in January 2019. 

Myra Schneider’s recent publications are Lifting the Sky (Ward  

Wood Publishing, 2019), Persephone in Finsbury Park (Second  

Light Publications) and The Door to Colour (Enitharmon Press).  

She co-authored the resource, Writing Your Self (with John Killick).  

Sarah Westcott’s pamphlet, Inklings, was a PBS choice and Slant Light 

(Pavilion Poetry, 2016), was highly commended in the Forward Prize. 

Awards include first prize in the London Magazine and Poets & Players 

competitions. She teaches poetry at City Lit in London. 

www.secondlightlive.co.uk 
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