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As well as a wide selection of Stewart’s poems since The Janus Hour 

(Oversteps, 2010), this collection includes a highly original sequence of 

some 30 poems under the eponymous title The Last Parent, which focusses 

on the bereaved daughter’s role as Executor, juxtaposing the responses of 

both. Grieving and memories on the one hand; on the other, practical tasks 

and demanding paperwork. In an informative, helpful, documentary style, 

Stewart explores territory where contemporary poetry rarely treads. 
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On poem sequence The Last Parent:  

 

“In this remarkable collection ... passionate 

poems chronicle the mechanics of handling the 

Administration ... Intertwined, she skilfully 

weaves poems of loss”       Peter Phillips 

 

“... Anne does not flinch from the macabre 

humour that can creep into dreadful situations, 

to help us through ...  this collection has moved 

me greatly.”            Caroline Carver 
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